29.   LETTER TO "INDIAN OPINION"
JOHANNESBURG,
February 2, 1908
THE EDITOR
INDIAN OPINION
SIR,
The Association, my fellow-prisoners and I have been flooded
with telegrams of congratulations. Many letters have also been received-
There is no time to send individual replies. May I, therefore, on behalf
of my associates and myself convey, through the columns of this journal,
our thanks to all those who sent telegrams and letters. I request to be
excused for not sending individual replies. Moreover, I hope and pray
to the Almighty that, should the occasion arise again, the Indians who
went to prison this time, as also other Indians, will do what the former
did for the sake of Truth and for the sake of our motherland.
/ remain etc.,
MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908
30. SPEECH AT MEETING OF BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION1
[JOHANNESBURG]
I have worked and will continue to work as a passive resister, which
means that I must fear no one but God. Some persons are threatening
to resort to violence if the community agrees to give the ten finger-
prints. I must tell these persons that I myself gave my finger-prints
twice while in gaol. If violence is to be used against anyone, let it be
first used against me. I will not lodge a complaint with the magistrate
on that score. Rather, I shall thank the person who assaults me, grateful
for the blow from one of my brethren and feel honoured by it. The
responsibility for whatever has happened is mine as it will be for whatever
happens in the future. -No one therefore but myself is to be blamed for
any of the things [that have happened]. I wish not to be proud of
being the leader of the community nor do I claim any credit for that;
I wish only to remain a servant. I shall feel joy in rendering whatever
service I can to the community. It is my duty to make public the true
1 Held at Johannesburg on February 2, 1908 with JSssop Mia in the chair